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The borders of Black Hawk County were formed in 1843, when lowa was still a territory. But there were
virtually no whitesettlersthere at that time, so it wasunder the administrative control, successively, of
Delaware, Benton and Buchanan Counties.

In 1853 Black Hawk County was allowed to organite location of the county sehecame a big
controversy. The people @fedar Fallevanted it put to a vote of the peopleyhile Waterloowanted
the legislature to appoind commission taetermine the locathn. Waterloo wonthat round The
legislators passed a law naminghaee-member commissin, who surveyed the situationThey
surprised everyone by selecting Cedar Falls as the county seat.

Cedar Falls had haddam, a millrace and a mill for five yeatseady Waterloohad none of these yet.
Since Cedar Fallgas the prospering community at the time, it was chosen for county seat.

There were of course noounty buildings yetso countyrecordswere heldat the first store built in the
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the foreground is the bridge over the millrace. Farther down is |
built in 1872 at a cost of $20,000. This viaw was k&ken about i

It was on the corner of*land Main Steets In Cedar Falls, next to the mill race.
GKA&a a¢20l 002 3 /A3FNEE a02NRlinggl ax

This is a view looking north over the Cedar River from the corner of Flrst and Mam

It was probably where
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So where should they build the courthouse?
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Jom Overman, one of the businessmeho built the dam and the millrace and the first mill, donated
what hecalled Court Square Park to the community for a courthousél Q & Otmiarf Park now.

Meanwhile, Waterloavas rapidly growing. It wa ideal place to cross the Cedar because of the rock
bottom below the rapids, so peoplgere settling there. Thewere going to have a dam soon, atliey
were closer to the middle of the countyo they still tbughtthey shouldhavethe county seat.
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judge, but apparently one niglitt June of 1854ome Waterluviangot drunked up and decided to
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awayto Waterloo.
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County’s_ first courthcuse. The “Bottle of

« Waterloo Lost Baiile of Eggs to
Cedar Falls, but Won Courthouse
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But the Cedar Falls folks caught on, and they repelled the attepkrtedly with rotten eggs. They
probably figured something like this was going to happen, so they had the rotten eggs just in case.

But West Side Waterloo businessmen still had influeatdde state capitglandthey got the legislature
to passanotherlaw in1855 which this time saidlack Hawk Countyill have an election to determine

the county seat.




By now Waterloo ha more people, so in thelectionheld on April 2, 1855Waterloowaschosenas
county seat 388260, and the county governmentas supposed to shift there on July 4, 1855.

Where will the courthouse be howlhere was leady an Easideg WestSiderivalry in Waterloo.
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That property is now Washington Park. But wtith makethe locationdecision?

There were ndoards of Supervisors at théitme in lowa. Each county hadcaunty judge whohadan
incredible amount of authority Jonathan Prativas Black HawkaQnty Judgein 1855, and he said the
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THAT Public Square ismLincoln ParkButunfortunately, Judge Pratt was veryatlthe time, and he
died on June 1, 1855, the day after he signed his proclamation.

Cedar Fallsrasseething about Waterloo finagling an election out of the legislatared they got a judge
to issue arinjunctionto stop the shiftsoA & R A Ry Qan Julyl4.] BSit Walierlo@g8t the injunction
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